Dramatic Reading: Matthew 3.13–17 (CEB)
Arranged by David Ward Dec 2025
Theme: God’s voice calls us by name
Roles
· Narrator (lecturn)
· John (near the front, hand held mic)
· Jesus (Pulpit)
· Voice of God (from the balcony microphone, unseen)
(No costumes needed. Positioning is enough.)

Narrator:
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan River, so that John would baptise him.
John:
I need to be baptised by you.
Why do you come to me?
Jesus:
Allow me to be baptised now.
This is necessary to fulfil all righteousness.
(John nods. Brief pause.)
Narrator:
Then John agreed to baptise Jesus.
(Gesture toward water (font or bowl))
Narrator:
When Jesus was baptised, he immediately came up out of the water.
(Pause – allow the moment to settle.)
Narrator (slightly slower):
Suddenly the heavens were opened to him,
and he saw God’s Spirit coming down like a dove and resting on him.
(Pause. Look upward briefly. Projector video)
Voice of God: (From the balcony. Calm, steady, warm – not booming or echoing.)
This is my Son,
whom I dearly love;
with him I am well pleased.
(Silence. Do not rush.)
Narrator:
This is the word of God for us today.
ALL: 
Thanks be to God

